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American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Mini-Grant Renovation Initiative 
 

INFORMATION AND APPLICATION PACKET 
 
 
What is the ARRA Mini-Grant Renovation Initiative?  
The mini-grant renovation initiative are funds that will be utilized to support time limited grants for minor 
renovations of licensed child care centers to ensure that they comply with health and safety requirements 
for licensing by the Department of Children and Families.  The program is administered through child care 
collaboration with the Department of Children and Families, Office of Licensing, which regulates the health 
and safety standards of child care providers in New Jersey.  
 
Who is eligible to apply? 
Any licensed Child Care Center in New Jersey can apply for a grant. Eligible centers must meet all 
applicable Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and Health and Senior Services (DHSS) 
requirements and submit evidence of a letter of No Further Action by DEP/DHSS to be eligible for a grant.   
If you are a recipient of the grant awards offered through the New Jersey School-age Child Care Coalition, 
you are not eligible to receive these ARRA funds. 
 
What projects are eligible for funding? 
Only projects that will ensure the elimination of violations cited by the Office of Licensing (OOL) will be 
funded. 
 
 What is the maximum amount that can be requested? 
The maximum amount is up to $10,000. 
 
What if the repairs require more than $10,000? 
Upon receipt of the award letter, documentation must be provided to verify additional funds have been 
secured before release of the initial payment.  Before an ARRA mini-grant is awarded, total project 
financing must be identified. 
 
How do I obtain other funds? 
You can obtain other funds by applying to commercial banks or other lending institutions in your area.  
Applicants may apply for and borrow additional funding from other sources, such as community-based 
financial organizations or commercial banks (additional fees may apply). 
 
Where can I get an application? 
The application is included in this packet and on the website. 
 
Is there a priority by which grants are approved? 
Yes, funding priority will be given to centers that can demonstrate they focus on serving children funded via 
state contracts or vouchers, severity of violations as documented by DCF, community needs assessment data 
and enrollment statistics provided by the local Child Care Resource and Referral Agency. 
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 Once receipts are submitted, a site visit must be scheduled and will be conducted prior to the final 
payment being issued. 

 
Role of Office of Licensing 
 

 Participate on review team and follow-up site visits 
 
Role of the Child Care Center/Applicant 
 
The child care center by accepting the grant is charged with the following responsibilities: 
 
To complete the application the following items must be attached: 
 

 A No Further Action letter  
 

 Proof of ownership of the building to be renovated or a lease 
 

 Copies of most recent licensing inspections report. 
 

  Photographs of the area to be renovated with the application. 
 

 A minimum of three written estimates from contractors and/or suppliers. 
 

 W-9 for new agencies that have never received funds through a contract with the state. 
 
For the final report submit: 
 

 All  reporting information deemed necessary by DFD for federal reporting purposes 
 

 Copies of all receipts/bills and cancelled checks along with a completed Annex B3 
 
 Schedule a site visit by DFD staff  

 
 
 
 
 






